Dwight

Bishop Dwenger was director of the first official
American pilgrimage to Lourdes and Rome, in
1874, leaving at the Shrine a bright American
flag, which still ornaments a wall of the basilica.
Following the Council of Baltimore, held in 1884,
he was one of the three prelates designated to
carry the report to Rome and to speak for the
Church's approbation of the various decrees
which this Council enacted. He died in his fifty-
sixth year, and was buried in a crypt or mauso-
leum under the sanctuary of lie Cathedral.
Archbishop Elder of Cincinnati officiated at the
obsequies. The funeral sermon was preached by
Bishop Rademacher of Nashville, who became
his successor in the See of Fort Wayne in the fol-
lowing year.
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DWIGHT, BENJAMIN WOODBRIDGE

(Apr. 5, i8i6-Sept. 18, 1889), educator, author,
clergyman, the eldest son of Benjamin Woolsey
Dwight and Sophia Woodbridge (Strong) and
a brother of Theodore William Dwight [<f.v.]f
was born in New Haven, Conn. A year later the
family moved to Catskill, N. Y., where his father
conducted a hardware business until 1831, when
he moved to Clinton, N. Y., and set up as a gen-
tleman farmer. He was elected treasurer of
Hamilton College, from which Benjamin was
graduated in 1835. After completing his course
at the Yale Divinity School in 1838, he taught at
Hamilton College for three years; in 1844 found-
ed the First Congregational (now the Central
Presbyterian) Church of Joliet, 111., -where he
was ordained by the Presbytery of Chicago in
1845 ? and in 1846 established a commercial and
classical school for boys, Dwighfs High School,
in Brooklyn, N. Y. He continued this school
with success until 1858, when he founded aboard-
ing-school in Clinton, maintained until 1863. In
his own writings he hinted somewhat mysteri-
ously that external forces caused him to dose this
institution. For the four years following he con-
ducted a like school in New York City. He in-
herited the Dwight teaching ability, so promi-
nent in his grandfather, President Timothy
Dwight [g.z/.] of Yale, and made innovations in
the curriculum of his schools. He believed his
school the first in the country to include German
(1846) ; and he developed a method of encour-
aging and promoting the brighter pupils without
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discouraging the duller. In the Clinton School,
he included girls among the day students. He
educated in all some 2,000 students. In 1854 he
founded The Rural Art Association in Clinton,
which did much to stimulate intellectual life and
to beautify the town. In 1867 he gave up his
New York school, retired from teaching, re-
turned to Clinton, and for the rest of his life fol-
lowed literary pursuits and supplied various pul-
pits. For a short time he was editor and owner
of The Interior, a Presbyterian religious weekly
in Chicago, 111. His literary endeavors were in
several fields. He published: Higher Christian
Education (1859) ; Modern Philology, First and
Second Scries (1864) ; History of the Descen-
dants of Elder John Strong of Northampton,
Mass. (2 vols., 1871); The History of the De-
scendants of John Dwight of Dedham, Mass. (2
vols., 1874), a mine of information; Higher Cul-
ture of Woman (1887); True Doctrine of Dkine
Providence (1887).

Dwight was twice married: first, in 1846* to
Wealthy Jane Dewey, daughter of Harvey and
Betsey Maria (Harrison) Dewey, by whom he
had three daughters and one son; and after her
death in 1864, to Charlotte Sophia Parish, by
whom he had one daughter. He was of smaller
stature than many of the Dwights, but his en-
graved portrait shows that he had the comeliness
characteristic of the family.

[Autobiographical sketches in Dwight's own genealo-
gies of the Dwigit and Strong families; W. W. Spoon-
er, Historic Families of America (n.d.); Eighth Gen.
Cat. of the Yale Divinity School (1932); N. Y. Tribune,
June 13,1846.3                                         E.W.F.

DWIGHT, EDMUND (Nov. 28, I78o-Apr.
i, 1849), merchant, manufacturer, philanthro-
pist, descended from John Dwight who settled
at Dedham, Mass., in 1635, was the seventh of
eight children bora to Jonathan and Margaret
(Ashley) Dwight of Springfield, Mass, His la-
ther had been sent without patrimony at the age
of ten to Springfield where he had become a
leading citizen and merchant in that rising fron-
tier community. Although the family was pros-
perous, Edmund was brought op to work on the
farm and in the store, After a thorough prepara-
tion he entered Yale College, from which be
graduated in 1799. He read law for some time
in the office of Fisher Ames at Dedham, but upon
the completion of his studies, decided on a more
active career in business. His association with
Ames, however, introduced him to the best^
ciety of Boston and brought him into contact
with many of the keenest minds of eastern Mas-
sachusetts, an experience valuable in his
tion and helpful later in his business.
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